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TOPIC: NEW TREATMENT FOR ADVANCED BREAST CANCER: RIBOCICLIB:  
REPORT: MB #4269

BACKGROUND: Breast cancer can be formed out of healthy cells in the breast that turn into a 
cancerous or benign tumor. Both cancerous and benign tumors can grow; however, a 
cancerous tumor can spread while a benign tumor will not.  Breast cancer usually spreads to 
nearby lymph nodes; however once it reaches stage IV metastasis cancer it can spread to the 
bones, lungs, liver, and brain. Symptoms can include joint pain, seizures, shortness of breath, 
vomiting, and fatigue. Breast cancer is the second-most common cause of death for women 
after lung cancer. In fact, 253,000 women will be diagnosed this year with invasive breast 
cancer. 
(Source: http://www.cancer.net/cancer-types/breast-cancer/introduction )

STANDARD TREATMENT:  The recommended treatments for breast cancer include surgical 
operations, where the breast cancer is removed, or the entire breast must be removed to 
eliminate all tumors in the affected breast. Besides surgical treatments, there are radiation 
therapies to kill cancer cells. In addition, adjuvant chemotherapy is recommended to decrease 
the chance of cancer recurring. Occasionally, chemotherapy is given to patients to aide in 
surgery for women with larger tumors. Overall, chemotherapy is used to control the cancer and 
may result in hair loss, nausea, fatigue, and increased risk of developing infection. 
(Source: http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/breast-cancer/home/ovc-20207913 )

NEW TECHNOLOGY:  A newly FDA- approved drug, Ribociclib, is used along with hormonal 
therapy to stop the signals that grow and divide cancer cells.  After a clinical trial that focused on
candidates with advanced cancer and no prior therapy, the analysis concluded that the risk of 
the cancer becoming fatal was reduced by 44 percent. This innovation can also treat women 
who have an HR positive receptor, which is more common in women after menopause. It not 
only treats patients with HR positive receptor, but with HER2 negative receptor as well. The 
main reason why Ribociclib, marketed as Kisqali, is innovative is because it seeks to block the 
protein that causes the cancer to grow. 
(Source: https://www.cancer.org/latest-news/fda-approves-kisqali-ribociclib-for-breast-
cancer.html )

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS REPORT, PLEASE CONTACT:

Moffitt Cancer Center
CancerAnswers@moffit.com 

If this story or any other Ivanhoe story has impacted your life or prompted you or
someone you know to seek or change treatments, please let us know by contacting

Marjorie Bekaert Thomas at mthomas@ivanhoe.com
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