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BACKGROUND: In a heart catheterization or a cardiac catheterization, a doctor puts a small, 
flexible, hollow tube, referred to as a catheter, into a blood vessel in the arm, neck or groin. This
is threaded through the blood vessel into the aorta and finally into the heart. Once in place, 
several tests may be done. The doctor can place the tip of the catheter into different areas of 
the heart to measure pressures in the heart chambers, or take blood samples and to measure 
oxygen levels. The doctor may guide the catheter into the coronary arteries and inject contrast 
dye to check the blood flow through them. This is called coronary angiography. 
(Source: 
http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/healthlibrary/test_procedures/cardiovascular/cardiac_catheteriz
ation_procedure_92,P07964/) 

COMPLICATIONS: Possible risks of complications include pain, bleeding or bruising where the 
catheter was inserted, blood clots or damage to the blood vessel where the catheter was 
inserted, infection around the site and problems with heart rhythm (usually temporary). More 
serious, rare complications include ischemia or decrease in blood flow to the heart which may 
result in chest pains and even a heart attack. Sudden blockage of the coronary artery, a tear in 
the lining of the artery, stroke, and finally possible kidney damage from the dye used during the 
procedure are also possible. This risk of kidney failure as a result of the dye is especially high 
for those with poor or low kidney function.
(Source: 
http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/healthlibrary/test_procedures/cardiovascular/cardiac_catheteriz
ation_procedure_92,P07964/) 

NEW TECHNOLOGY: DyeVert Plus is a new technology which regulates the amount of 
contrast dye doctors give to a patient during heart catheterizations and other procedures which 
require imaging. DyeVert Plus uses Bluetooth wireless signals to give doctors real-time tracking 
of contrast dye so patients aren’t getting any more than they really need. This can prevent the 
risk of the kidneys having a toxic reaction to too much dye if they have impaired function and 
aren’t able to properly excrete it as they should. DyeVert Plus was created by Osprey Medical 
and received FDA approval earlier this year. The system is now being used in hospitals across 
the country.
(Source: Anand Prasad, MD)

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS REPORT, PLEASE CONTACT:

Don Finley
Public.relations@uhs-sa.com 

If this story or any other Ivanhoe story has impacted your life or prompted you or
someone you know to seek or change treatments, please let us know by contacting

Marjorie Bekaert Thomas at mthomas@ivanhoe.com

mailto:Public.relations@uhs-sa.com
http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/healthlibrary/test_procedures/cardiovascular/cardiac_catheterization_procedure_92,P07964/
http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/healthlibrary/test_procedures/cardiovascular/cardiac_catheterization_procedure_92,P07964/
http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/healthlibrary/test_procedures/cardiovascular/cardiac_catheterization_procedure_92,P07964/
http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/healthlibrary/test_procedures/cardiovascular/cardiac_catheterization_procedure_92,P07964/

