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BACKGROUND: Oral cancer is any cancer that develops in the tissues of the mouth or throat. It
is a subset in the larger group of cancers called head and neck cancers. Most commonly found 
in the month, tongue and lips, oral cancer is most often discovered only after it has spread to 
the lymph nodes of the neck. Early detection is key to survival, and a dentist is often the first 
healthcare provider to notice signs of oral cancer. The largest risk factor for oral cancer is use of
tobacco, including cigarette smoking, pipes, cigars, and chewing tobacco. People who consume
large amounts of alcohol and tobacco are at an even larger risk, especially when used on a 
regular basis. Other risk factors include HPV infection, sun exposure, family history, and being 
male.
(Source: http://www.healthline.com/health/oral-cancer#risks3) 

DIAGNOSING: Symptoms of oral cancer may include white or red patches in the mouth or lips, 
dramatic weight loss, lower lip, face, neck, or chin numbness, an earache that won’t go away, 
lumps in the neck, trouble swallowing or wearing dentures, loose teeth, bleeding from the 
mouth, a sore on the lip or mouth that won’t heal, and even a mass or growth anywhere in the 
mouth. A doctor or dentist will perform a physical exam and if they have any suspicions, they 
will perform a brush or tissue biopsy. Brush is a painless procedure that collects cells by 
brushing them onto a slide, while tissue biopsy involves removing a piece of tissue so it can be 
examined under a microscope. In addition, your health care provider may need to conduct X-
rays, CT scans, PET scans, MRI scans, or an endoscopy. 
(Source: http://www.healthline.com/health/oral-cancer#diagnosis5) 
 
NEW TECHNOLOGY: Vigilant Biosciences created a product called ONC-Alert that can be 
used right in a dentists’ office using  patented technology that detects specific protein markers 
which are known to indicate an elevated risk of certain early stage cancers, even prior to 
observation of visual or physical symptoms or changes. By measuring the levels of tumor-
initiating stem cell associated biomarker CD44, in combination with total protein, the test can 
provide an early and more accurate detection of these oral cancers. The simple oral rinse 
procedure is easy to administer and non-invasive for the patient.
(Source: http://oncalertlabs.com/biomarker-technology/) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS REPORT, PLEASE CONTACT:

Nicole Chimenti
Nicole.chimenti@vigilantbiosciences.com 

If this story or any other Ivanhoe story has impacted your life or prompted you or
someone you know to seek or change treatments, please let us know by contacting

Marjorie Bekaert Thomas at mthomas@ivanhoe.com

mailto:Nicole.chimenti@vigilantbiosciences.com
http://oncalertlabs.com/biomarker-technology/

